
Pocosin Arts School of Fine Craft
Materials and Equipment

Instructor Name: Jason Nemec

This looks like a lot, but it’s really just: wood, a way to make marks in wood, dry pigments, two binders, a clear topcoat, sandpaper,
and miscellaneous things to make mixing and cleanup easier.

Specify
Quantity per

Student
Item/Tool/ Material Supplier/ Website/ & Item Number

4 Pieces of smooth wood,
approximately between 4”
x 4” - 6” x 6” square

-or-

Pieces of smooth wood
turned on a lathe, between
3” - 6” diameter.

These can be simply cut from a board, or just scrap. Please
choose a wood without coarse open grain. Best options: cherry,
maple, basswood, poplar, pine (better yet, whatever grows in
your area!)

-or-

Alternately, if you are (or know) a woodturner, I love to work on
smooth shaped surfaces! Same best wood options as above.

2 (or more) 100g jar of Powdered
Pigment

Choose contrasting colors, e.g., red-orange/turquoise,
white/black, pistachio/terracotta, etc…

I love www.earthpigments.com!
https://www.earthpigments.com/dry-powder-pigments/

Small can/bag Binders: Microcrystalline
Wax and Milk Paint Base

1 small can of Renaissance Wax
-and-
1 2oz sample (or larger) of Milk Paint Powder Base

Varies One or more of the
following options for
creating surface texture in
wood:

A pyrography unit, pen, and knife-shaped tip. I like Colwood. I
use the Olympiad, but it’s a little pricey. Razortip is good too. If
you go this route, choose a package that fits your budget.
Generally the more powerful, the better, but you can get
interesting results with any of these.

and/or

http://www.earthpigments.com
https://www.earthpigments.com/dry-powder-pigments/
https://www.amazon.com/Renaissance-XTL-8004-Wax-Polish-65ml/dp/B003AJWN62
https://milkpaint.com/product/base-no-pigment-ofmp
https://woodburning.com/collections/woodburning-units
https://woodburning.com/collections/woodburning-units/products/olympiad-with-hot-knife-heavy-duty-cord
https://www.razertip.com/


Small woodcarving tools, e.g., a set of palm woodcarving tools
or really any carving tools (smaller the better). Sharpness is
key if you want clean lines!

and/or

An assortment of ways to make dents or cuts in wood. E.g., a
hammer and large nail, A sharpened screwdriver, awl/punch,
hammer and steel wire, chisels, large drywall screws, files or
rasps (best on hardwood), anything that will create an
interestingly-shaped dent in wood when hit with a hammer,
etc…

Varies Shellac A small can of clear shellac, and a can of denatured alcohol
(both available at hardware stores in the US).

-or-

If you want more control, I’ll be demoing making your own
shellac: Any of the Dewaxed blonde shellac flakes listed here,
and a can of denatured alcohol (both available at hardware
stores in the US).

1 or more sheets
of each

Sandpaper in 4 grits: 120,
180, 220 or 240, 320 or
400

I couldn’t find a link for an assortment of just these grits, but
here’s a pretty cheap one with much more.

1 or 2 Small pointed paint
brushes

Something cheap is fine, like this.

1 Palette Knife I like them in this shape, but any will do.

2 or 3 Cloth rags Can be an old t-shirt and a pair of scissors.

https://www.amazon.com/Flexcut-Carving-Detailed-Hardwood-FR604/dp/B004YU9120?th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Rust-Oleum-316-Bulls-Shellac-2-Pint/dp/B000LNQBBI/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3S0A710RVQD4P&keywords=shellac&qid=1652103918&sprefix=shellac%2Caps%2C89&sr=8-2
https://www.shellacshack.com/all-shellac-flakes-are-sold-in-one-pound-bags-all-orders-will-normally-be-shipped-within-24-hours-by-us-priority-mail-int.html
https://www.amazon.com/24PCS-Variety-Sandpaper-Assorted-Sanding/dp/B07R64PZ8N/ref=sr_1_9?crid=1WLYDYCDYLBRC&keywords=sandpaper+assortment&qid=1652105904&sprefix=sandpaper+assortment%2Caps%2C93&sr=8-9
https://www.amazon.com/Paintbrushes-Watercolor-Painting-Miniature-Detailing/dp/B07YDDF26Y/ref=sr_1_7?crid=KM6S5TFHR30V&keywords=paint+brushes&qid=1652106306&sprefix=paint+brushes%2Caps%2C97&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08NJP4ZWL?pd_rd_i=B08NJP4ZWL&pd_rd_w=sYK1K&pf_rd_p=7672bfb7-93b0-4322-b745-2104db09c4df&pd_rd_wg=BERa4&pf_rd_r=TZEHP3RBGF15C79FN8QA&pd_rd_r=803ac73d-eab7-49cf-b2ff-3bcbda5c6acb


2 or 3 Plastic lidded containers
for mixed paint and shellac

I use old take-out containers or whatever I have lying around.

1 can Mineral spirits for clean up You can get a small can of mineral spirits at any hardware
store

1 A smooth, flat easy to
clean surface

I use a small sheet of plate glass for mixing pigments. A glass
baking pan would work well too.


