Simple Masu Box Instructions
Fay Davis Edwards
Step 1) Using a square sheet of paper, plain side up,
fold opposite corner to opposite corner. Unfold, and
repeat folding other corner to corner. This creates a
folded X in the center of the paper. Use a bone folder to
help create crisp folds.

Step 2) Working from one corner, fold the point of that corner
towards the center of the paper (let the tip of the corner land in the
center of the X). Repeat on all four sides.

Step 3) Starting again at a corner, fold that triangle in
half, so that it aligns with the center crease of the
paper. Repeat on all four sides.

Step 4) When you unfold you paper, you should see a
center grid of four squares. Working from the outside
corner of one of the squares, push down on that point
with your finger, while you push IN from the back side
of the paper to create a pleat. Pinch that pleat to
crease it well. Repeat on all four sides.
Step 5) Reopen your paper so that it is flat.Working from the left
side, refold steps 2 and 3 to create a side wall. Repeat on opposite
side.

Step 6) Holding the side walls steady and in line
verticly with you, find the pleats closes to you. Push in
with your thumbs to pull up the side flap. Fold the top
edge of this flap down into the bottom of the box, with
the triangular edge forming the bottom and aligning
with the other flaps.

Step 7) Using your bone folder, flatten all creases
and folds, make small adjustments for squareness,
then admire your new box!
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Material List for Masu Box
This is a very simple structure to make, using minimal materials. I often use
discarded watercolor projects to repurose into boxes. You can also use
decorative paper, wall paper, magazines, or even wire screen – anything that can
hold a fold can be use to create a Masu box.
The applications for this sturcture are boundless - they can be a simple box, a
lidded container, joined together they can create sculptural forms, or as jewelry to
make brooches or pendants. Use your imagination and have fun!
Paper: most any paper works well, as long as it is at least 20lb (copy paper
weight). Thicker paper will be more challenging to fold.
Scissors, X-acto knife, or paper cutter: You paper should be square, so use
whatever method you’d like to cut it to the proper dimensions.
Ruler: For ease in measuring
Self-healing cutting mat: to protect your surfaces if you are using an X-acto knife
Bone Folder: for creating crisp folds. You can also use an old credit card, your
thumbnail, the back of a spoon, or other sturdy surface to help crease the folds.

